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AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

LGEARTD

B HE dramas which I have attempted to retell
= C’ in prose were brought to light a few years
el ago as a result of the rescarches of the

late Mahamahopadhyaya T. Ganapathi
Sastrial, Curator, Government Press, Trivandrum.
Upon my first studying them I found them very
entertaining and often admirable as examples of
high dramatic art. These dramas portray the
great lives of most of our popular heroes and
heroines. The well-known personalities of Puranic
and traditional fame appear in them with a vivid-
ness of individuality and an animation of life
rarely met with in literature. My object in making
these prose summaries is-to afford young students
of Sanskrit a fore-taste of the joy in store for them
when they acquire equipment enough to be intro-
duced to the originals directly.

The prose style of the author of the<e dramas
isunaffected, idiomatic and concise. So charmingly
appropriate are his diction and phrasing, that I
lavenol hesitated to weave choice bits into my own
narrative in many places. Here and there I have
also introduced into the text some verses from the
originals to break the monotony of prose.
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These thirteen plays fall nto three groups,
12z (1) those which borrow their themes from
the Bhagavatha and the Mahabharata and, mn
which therefore, Sm1 Krishna figures prominently,
(2) those which deal with the storv of the Ramayana
and (3) those which are based upon tradition and
folk-lore I have recogmsed this natural division
and have commenced the respectine parts with
separate benedictory verses And in order to place
this work more easily within the reach of readers,
I have published 1t in two separate volumes, the
Purva Ardha compusing parts I and II and the
Uttara Ardha, the third part

I have also added a glossary at the end

It 18 stall a matter of controversy whether these
dramas are the genuine works of Bhasa The
fragmentary nature of many of these plays, the
coexistence 1 them of high dramatic excellence
and fine poetry with wrregulanties m construction
and uncouth incorrectness of style, the presence
i some of them of large gaps which render the
trend of the plot 1tself not altogether clear, and the
fact that the “Chamdatta’ 1s suspiciously like
a shorter recension of the ‘Mrchchakatika’ of
Sudraka, are some of the factors that comphcate
the question of authorsiup These plavs have come
down to us through the mediumz of the actor-
communtties of the West Coast and possibly are
only mutilated versions of some ancient originals
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adapted for stzage purposes Among such orginals,
1t may perhaps be hazarded, was the gemmnne
Swapna Vasavadatta of the great Bhasa How
many others of Bhasa's plays may have been in the
same way utihised 1t 15 impossible to say.

But, whatever be the solution of the problem
of the authorship of these dramas, 1t 1s agreed
in learned arcles that thewr discovery has made
a tich addition to the classic Sansknit literature
I have dermed it enough for my purpose to adopt
the current belief regarding their author<hip and
have given my version the name of Bhasa Katha-
sara

The late Mahamahopadhyaya T. Ganapath
Sastrial of Trivandrum to whom I submtted <peci-
mens of the work in manuseript was kind enough
to give me, 1 an appreciatory note, permis<ion
to pubhish 1t It 1s a great sorrow to me that
he has not Ined to extend his warm sympathy to it
on 1ts publicatior

I shall regard myself as amply rewarded for
this labour of love 1f my Bha<a Kathasara succeeds

mnnstilling into students & genuine interest 1n the
study of the omgnal plays themeelves

MYLAPORE,
} Y MAHALINGA SASTRL

20-3-28
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THE BHASAKATHASARA.

—eIN e
GLOSSARY.
.
PART I
I Fr==fa i
Page. Line.  Word. Meaning

1 3=m = beantiful.

» o 11 e = prosperity.

2 11 taghei = with celestial appearance;
or who was a divine incar-
nation.

w12 Frzemar = disguise.

»n 16 sem = furious; dreadful.

» 17 smaggegfa: = Vasudera.

3 19 sirere: = corrosponding; asubstitute.

4 10 s = Joosens ; flings away; dis-
misses.

» 10 smugafy = shakes (here, drasws up).

» 15 wg =t = to follow stif.

510 waw = reproach or threat.

» 11 "umard = to make steady; to geb




20

Page

5

Line
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BHASAKATHABARA

FeaamaRa=

g

gAY
Favg

R
Eient
wRmg
BlGas

srgenfy

o

2 AT

1

il

H

i

Meanmng

appearance; 1llusion. .

possessed fully , bore up.
fanmly, house or abode of
tamly.

magnificence.

associates 1n (hig) pranks
or wanton jokes.

misconduct.

mveshigated ,  agcertaned
or proied.

seehing to assaml or donjuy.

belonging to a group or
troop.

st aslong as 4 Lwig OF a
blade of grass.

wresistible , terrible.

having dehberated, 1ccon-
ciling within himself.

mactive ; stupid.

assault , outraging

to beg pardon or forgiveness.

pomting out as a plea put-
ting forward as an excns-e

the multitudes or the troops
collecting aronnd.

congratulibing . proasing.



GLOSSARY.

W sreresaTaET

Page Line. Werd. Xeanmng.

12 9 @a: = giving up : abandoning.
» 10 wRmBx = objects 2atm; intention.

18 5 [ma: = a stipulation or a compact.
w16 momm: = It is well-known that smwex-

¥y deootes Arjuns and eanoot be applied o
Bhima. But here it should be noted thkat an
important dramatic purpose is”served by this
deviation from authority.

The word 7w is repeated by Bhima for the
sake of emphatic demonstration eight times, and
is intended, I think to denote variously, “one of
those”; « among”; “the middle-born”; «the
Intervener”; “an impartial person”; “the
central gem, ete.”

In the sense of “an impartial person® I

venture o think the word suggests aw the des-
troyer who is called swafda 1

15 f sPm = having assented to or com-
phed with.
» B fagg = close personal combat.
» 18 wemmn: = the complexion of the face.
» 19 = = rash conduct ; inconsiderate
act.

n 22 guiwzma: = terminated happily; ended
well.



4 BHASAKATHASARA

| TwET=R N
Tags Line. THork Weanng,
16 4 amifd = to rejoice.

» 4 w=rO = except.

, 6 mwha = paid respects to; congraww
lated.

, O sawges = haughty cxuelty, ie, cruelty
duo to his pride.

17 1 e = ghould be taken along or
brought round.
10 9 yemwr = hanghtmess.
1| gaara
a] o g@rgmm@ = lawful or legibimate inherr-
tance.

A fawma = w‘iiem’:ea or osaited.

. TdEm = violence or force.

, 10 mwg#a: = a door-kooper ; or probably,
one of the chamberlamn
family. (The name is taken
from the text of Bhasa.)

00 14 wwrest = with a view to provoking or
irritating him.

18 sfEmad = asserting.

%% 7z =n chent; rogue or a juggler.
|| TATEER I

94 10 sypmwx = condemned or censured.

w 13 7w = repeatedly urged or to do a

thing 3 yrassed fovs,qud.



GLOSSARY 5

Page, Line Word Meening

Jo

+ 7l mwRAr 1epulsing ns high esteem o1
iy, supposition
7 amia = unforgiving , indignant
11 smwfga = derided, scoffed at s m
dicates depreciation

14 wmam = 1esolve
17 wimarrgs, = consohing him
18 e = a military array
18 m@rfrsr = having brought together,
prepared or arranged
11 e
2 FTWER = Karna’s to1l, burden or res
ponsibihty
6 ggewm = when 1t was ragmg fercelv
8 i = anumberof horses orcaval~y
11 samm = unhmted
21 "msfer = one who takes high prde'mn
guing whatevers asked for
1 &W&'\ﬂﬁ = undergoes change
3 fgy = having torn off or c1t asun
der
7 feliary = one who has Arjuna on his
side (as ns son)
12 o = ganted, conferred upon
despatched
Il =7ag: U
2 Ty = terrific
S weawzx = a sacred place m or mear

Kurnkshetra



6 BHASAKATHASARA
Page Line . Word Meaning
31 3 gitawingmr = ouf of regard fo1, or for the
sahe of, Durvodham.
» 7 wmfi@bw = terms properly to be obser-
ved 1 warfare.
» 12 FaiEag = helpless, pit1ahle.
5 15 sfasafa® = means siargawiase™ |

*1It has not been deemed necessary to correct to

grammatical precision the lapses oecurring in the verses
quoted from the text of Bhasa.

”»

32

17 smetadifer = who saved himself .
5 sra@ w, = didattend ; followed closely.
PART It
W TR I
€y
2 g e = youthful, grown up.
0 afgazz = a lkettle drum sounded on
occasions of joy.
9 wzTEA = u throne or a splendid chan
of State.
10 gmTy = a carriage for travelhng for
* plsasure (but not for wnr)
12 v = dress, apparel, particularly
of actors
12 sagRmr = Sita’s mad.
G 3% A = transacted i the marrage
settlementy \ .
11 e = violent or \

R sanobla it



/ GLOSSARY

Page Line  Word

16 agmier =

17 smfipy =
18 sy =

8 v g
szar =

1 mirrgzes =
1 owgeafy =
1\ =
8 gme =
U smem =

19 vzvey =
7 fehw ete =

¢ AT =

-t

Meaning

strung along with o1 Imked
to closely

dressed , decorated

fit to protect a hngdom o1
nol one who could properly
or rightiv be senf to the
forest or agawm, unaccus
tomed to forest life

with an ntumate desire to
animate or rear the mirth
ful o1 sportne eagerness
of Sita

suffering or experiencing
wretchedness

attacking, assailing
promise undertakmng

foolish obstinacy, pertinacity
crymg out or reviing mn
excitement

serrously 11l

The order of Dilipa Raghu,
and Aja,1s not warranted
by the puranas nor by the
Ramayana, bub s given bv
Kahdasa and Bhasa alone
1o hterature

Bharatn 18 assumed to be
the younger brother of
Lakshmana, probably be
cause ho was the sou of
the youngest of the queens
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Page Line.  Word

44

45

14 geavr

12 =

ENE

16 srmramet

16 smfyw
11 Yaaeas

15 sreem

21 Rariy

BHASAEATHASARA

Meaning
but there 18 no warrant for
this 1n the Ramayana
a descendant of Tkshwaku

R)

jolting , (figuratively) hard-
ships and obstructions,
non smooth career in the
forests

= agony , angwish, giief
with hargh or smart blam-
g o1 with abusive heart-
lessness

convineing (him), leading
him to the conviction
seconded or supperted by
due to subservience to des-
tiny

- fond affection or pa:tiality
for

ardently desirous of eager
for

1 0]

non

2 ar=figeeen = a sacrifice offered (to cer-

5 ik

tan manes called Nandi-
mukhas) preliminary so any
observance, (here figura-
tively )

= rooting up , extirpation

6 w=au dmbaa= matked or divided here and

12 =g

there on the way
= outrage, 1ll-treatment, insnlf.



Page.Line.  Word

47

156 w=m=

17 winfafm
17 a&

18 it

21 #Fw
1 =t

1 A
8 fowwda

o o

2 q=FW
15 wrgm

GLOSSARY 9

Meamng

= slaughter, destruction
adhermg or clmgmmg to,
fixing on, becoming wntent

= thirst [upon
= a means, an expedient, 2
remedy.

closely , near.

a prescribed alternative,
optiwnal rule or sacred pre
cept.

superior , choice.

capable of wspinng confi
dence

Holy learming or learning 1n
genera’

darl blge.

pseudo ascetic.

agitated pertnrbed

a cat

throwing about, shaling
to and fro

mdifferently

deprised of terrifory or
realm

wntrepid or firm 1n fight or
battle

2)

with regard fo.
that which echpses

I

wiann

[IIT)

i

noa



10 BHASAXATHABARA

Page. Line.  Word Mesming
52 2 = fyll of
, 3 ifm:? =nch  abounding 1
» h FEET = 4 palace with seven stoile

. or a gplendid haff
w0 am = female apartmont
» 11 5dm = overwhelmed shui i
o3 10 G _miserable or distressen
throngh separation

» 30y ~ task o1 responsibihty

54 2l @A _ wiha concesled feehing or
digsimnlation

ob 5 s prunished

W

when the constibuents or
1ec1mts of the varions dhvy.
siops under the command
of the respective captains
wete bemg checked

» O TR from the authoity of the

1egister of names

74 Y obn

v Wghdrs = appemance of a cloudy day,
or rise of athick darkness
o I wels = pan, sor10w  guef
w9 8 frw = atonchstoue  test
w9 Fem = motionlessly , silently.
» 11 agan = broken to peces

08 3 wffmm  _ pop being 0%vorcome
grof
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